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The elimination of the larger animals by the ice sheet and the re-
duction in the food supply of others unquestionably aided early man in
his settlement of the continent. Those animals which would have been
his most dangerous rivals disappeared, and yet sufficient numbers of
others remained to furnish him with needed food and clothing. Due
to the type of the continent itself, most of those that remained were of
either a forest or a mountain type. In the deciduous forests of the.
west deer were plentiful, while farther to the north and the east, in
the dense forests of conifers, the bear and the wolf were abundant. The
chamois and the ibex of the Alps are typical of the mountain types
which remained. Today these native animals are of importance only
as a source of sport, or, in the more remote regions, as a source of valu-
able furs.

The Tec Age had slight influence on the bird life of Europe, and
birds have always been very plentiful. This has probably been due to a
number of causes. The vast expanse of forest and the variations in cli-
mate which encouraged migrations within the continent itself played
a part, but one of the most important factors has been that the Nile
Valley provided an excellent avenue of migration between the summer
breeding grounds of Europe and the winter quarters in Africa. The
wealth of bird life not only has made existence more pleasing for
man, but has aided him materially in his conflict with insect pests.

Fish life has also been plentiful in the surrounding ocean and seas,
and in the inland waterways of Europe. The most important fishing
ground is to be found in the shallow, cool waters of the North Sea,
centering around the famous Dogger Bank. Valuable fishing areas also
lie off the Norwegian coast and near Iceland. Fish are sufficiently
plentiful off the Atlantic coasts of France and Spain to give rise to a
fishing industry, but the edible varieties are not as plentiful or as
valuable as in the waters farther north. Fish are also found in the
waters of the Arctic Ocean, but the unfavorable climate and isolation
of much of the Arctic coast permit but a slight development of the
fishing industry. Fish are present in the Mediterranean and the Baltic
in numbers sufficient to give rise to a fishing industry, but are much
less plentiful than in the North Sea. Most of the rivers and lakes of
Europe contain fish in varying amounts. In a few cases fish are suffi-
ciently plentiful or of such a valuable type as to give rise to a fishing
industry, but for the most part the fish of such waters are of but
slight economic importance. The Volga with its famous sturgeon is*
one of the most noteworthy exceptions. Europe is thus favored by
having its inland and surrounding waters plentifully supplied with fish